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Whatever Happened to Learner Blackman

On the southeast corner of Victory Parkway
and McMillan Street there is a building that in later
years I entered a few times and came to know, but in
the early 1930's it had been recently completed and
I was unfamiliar with it. As that corner was on
the route our family traveled to the city, it drew
my attention. A huge sign hung from the roof alongside all six floors on the west facade, identifying
it as the L. B. Harrison Club.
I made an inquiry as my father drove by
one day and learned that it was a home for young
men; that L. B. Harrison had been a banker; and
that his estate had provided for this residential
facility.
With adolescent curiosity, I asked another
question that went unanswered. It was about Harrison's
name. Was it Lawrence, Lester or Louis? What was
it? Nobody knew. The family elders said that newspaper references were always in the form of initials
and they assigned me to find the answer to my own
'
question.
It turned out to be a name I had never
heard before. It was Learner. In my school we
were all learners, but that wasn't anybody's name.
No person in my acquaintence had a friend called
Learner. At that time I was aware of all the
distinctive names in major league baseball. There
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was Hazen, Debs, Eppa, Flint and Van Lingle, but
there was no Learner.
When my parents hea rd the B stood for
Blackman, they speculated t h at there probably
had been a Learner Blac kman for whom Harrison
was named.
Afte r that experience, I may have been
the only teenager in all of Evanston who had th~
answer to what the letters L . B . on that tall s~gn
in Walnut Hill s represented, but, alas, nobody
ever asked .
Then, after about 40 years, when I had
all but forgotten this unus ual piece of intelligence
I possessed, the Bl ack an name unexpectedly appeared
in a quarterly publication of the Historical Society,
under circumstances that motivated an effort to learn
who Learner Blackman was, and why Harrison was
given his name.
On the north side of Fifth Street east
of Sycamore there are some well -tended flower beds
and a water fountain where, in the year 1805 there
wa s a Me t hodi st Church and a s mall cemetery. The
cemetery was larger in 1831 ~hen the Wesley Chapel
was dedicated on that site. At a still later date
a Sunday sc hool addition was constructed over a part
of the cemetery. Twen ty graves were preserved under
the new wing, and as the years went by they became
the only identifiable burials of the more than 1,000
originally interred on the north side of Fifth
Street east of Sycamore.

That sequence of events was outlined in an
article written by Frederick Starr in 1970, advocating
the preservation of Wesley Chapel, a building the
author had inspected thoroughly.
When he went into
the area under the Sunday school addition, he turned
his attention to the gravestones that had been in
place for a century and a half, and he listed the
names of some of them, one of which was strangely
familiar.
It was Lawner Blackman.
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Mr. Starr, a professor of history at
Princeton University when he wrote about Wesley
Chapel, is now the president of Oberlin College.
He is the son of one of our members. He has degrees
from Yale, Princeton and Cambridge, but he never
had a lesson about the initials L. B. on the Victory
Parkway sign. Otherwise, in reading the gravestone's
eroded lettering, he would have seen the name correctly
as Learner. Some research confirmed that this was
in fact the final resting place of the namesake
of L. B. Harrison. Expressed more accurately, it
was as final a resting place as one may expect in
this age of urban renewal.
Charles Theodore Greve, one of our more
prolific members, read over a hundred papers before
this club, and still found time to have published,
in 1904 , a history of Cincinnati, containing some
language pertinent to this account .
Greve wrote:
The Reverend Learner Blackman was
one of the most brilliant of the
earlier Methodist preachers. He
was crossing the river in • • •
1815 with his newly married young
wife to Covington on the way to
his new station in Kentucky. The
ferry boat was a crazy craft with
sails and paddles. The hoisting
of the sails frightened Mr .
Blackman's horses and they plunged
overboard, dragging him with them.
Although a good swimmer, he was
engangled in the harness and was
struck by the heels of the animals
and sank at once.
In the year before that fatal accident
a project was begun by Cincinnati's leading citizens
to establish an educational institution. They
formed the Lancaster Seminary, with Daniel Drake,
Martin Baum, Jacob Burnet and Nicholas Longworth
among the trustees. They recruited an educator,
Edmund Harrison by name, a native of Virginia and
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a Me thodist by persuasion, to become the principal.
He arrived in Cincinnati in 1814 and was in charge
when the Seminary opened in 1815. It was soon
expanded to become Cincinnati College.
Edmund Harrison was a family man. His
wife and seven children accompanied him, and one
of the first places the family visited, as might
be expected, was the church of their faith.
Harrison
may have been previously acquainted with Learner
Blackman, who was living in a house on the site of
the flower beds and the water fountain.
Evidently the house had many rooms, because
the Harrison family of nine persons was invited to
stay there, and that is where they were living on
May 29, 1815, when their eighth child was born.
The male infant was eight days old when Learner
Blackman went to his eternal reward.
From the moment of the christening, the
name of Learner Blackman was memorialized through
use by a living person fo r 154 years, until the
death of L. B. Harrison's grandson and namesake
in 1969 in his 88th year.
In the late 1820's, the Harrison family
left Cincinnati for Dayton, where Edmund had taken
a new position. on the salary of an educator in
those years he was never able to provide material
advantages for his family, which grew to include
ten children.
L. B. Harrison, at the age of sixteen,
left his father's horne to earn his own living.
He boarded a canal boat for Cincinnati, and found
employment in a grocery at Pearl and Walnut Streets.
Having no home, and being virtually penniless,
he slept under a counter in the store, a circumstance that helps to explain why years later the
beneficiaries of his estate established a residence
for young men.
L. B.'s employers regarded him favorably,
and over time they rewarded him with a share of .
the store's ownership. When it was sold he rece1ved
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some capital, and at age 30, in 1845, he invested
in a wholesale grocery business. Harrison and
Hooper was the name of the firm, located at 61 Main
Street.
It was a venture that was to make the
partners wealthy.
Harrison and Hooper were doing business
in the period when Cincinnati was the sixth largest
city in the nation. The five larger cities were
all seaports. The Alleghenies were a barrier to
trade with the four Atlantic ports, but the steamboat made New Orleans accessible. Harrison went
there annually.
He bought sugar in quantities of
a thousand barrels. He bought tea, spices, rum,
molasses, coffee and other commodities in world
commerce to distribute widely in the Midwest to
general stores along the rivers, canals and developing railroads leading to Cincinnati. He made the
south-bound trips profitable as well by taking
along products of the Ohio Valley, which brought
good prices in New Orleans.
By 1853, L. B. was a prosperous bachelor
of 38. That is when he married Fanny Goodman, 24,
the daughter of a fire and marine insurance broker.
Mrs. Harrison went to New Orleans with her husband
each year, and she wrote an interesting paper about
the comfortable life passengers enjoyed aboard riverboats prior to the Civil War.
L. B. invested his profits in downtown
real estate, and by 1861 he owned several parcels,
which was fortunate because 1861 was the first of
a series of poor years for the wholesale grocery
business. The port of New Orleans was closed to
the Yankee firm of Harrison and Hooper during the
Civil War.
Within a couple of years, however, another
opportunity presented itself, when President Lincoln
signed into law the National Banking Act of 1863.
It called for new banks to be established to meet
certain requirements that would give the public more
confidence than existing banks inspired.
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By Decembe r of 1863 the First, Second,
Third, Fourth and Fifth Nationa l Banks of Cincinnati
were in business. Ha rris on and his associates were
at the forefront.
They founded the First Na tional
Bank, with John W. Ellis as president. Harrison, a
principal shareholder, was an original director.
He was elected presiden t in 1870 at age
55 and he held t.at title until h e was 87 years old.
That must have been before the bank adopted its current
policy concerni ng retirement. He died in 1902 and
was laid to rest in the family lot in Spring Grove,
where his fat h er was buried in 1855 .
860 Ha rrison purc ha sed 65 riverview
Abou t
acres on the so th side of Grandin Road . He began
to build there in 1862, despite warti me s h ortages,
and the famil y -oved there in 1865 from t hei r home
at 234 West Fourth Street.
Peop e in East Walnut Hills had country
estates ~hen, t~ w?ich they gave name s, such as
the perk~ns .FamQ ly s Owls ·est; Joseph Longworth's
Rookwood; h~s nephew Larz Anderson Jr . 's Hill and
Hollow; ~d Congressman William Groe sbeck's Elmhurst.
The Harr1sons called thei r place 'eebetook short
for the sentence, "We betook ourse lves to the
country ," and country it was in those years in
terms of accessibility.
he Harrison house' was
later nUDbered 2261 Grandin Road, and was still
later rede signated number 3 'eebetook Lane, as it
is today .
Ten children were bo rn to the L. B.
Harrisons. Five daughters and two sons survived
as adults, and some of the descendants built homes
on the Grandin Road frontage of the Harrison estate.
There were eleven grandchildren. Two of
them are living in Cincinnati, Lawrence R. Smith
of Shaw Avenue, and his sister, Mrs. Robert L.
Black, Sr., of the Regency. Their mother was L.
B.'s daughter, Edith, the wife of Judg~ Rufus B.
Smith, a member of this Club admitted ~n l8~8 and
again in 1904. There are several fourth, f~fth
and possibly sixth generation descendants of L. B. H.
living in this area today.
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In concluding this budget-length biography
of Learner Blackman Harrison, it should be noted
that much more could be written about this prominent
figure in the commercial life of 19th century .
Cincinnati. His banking career alone would mer~t
a much longer paper just on that subject. It could
be that at some future date such a paper will be
read here, appropriately authored, perhaps, by a
retired officer of The First National Bank.

J. P. Jones
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Strung Up by Our Own Neck

Visualize for a moment, if you will, a map
of North America -- turn it upside down. The neck
is Panama. Is it possible that we may have an
albatross around that neck of our own doing?
For many years, the Canal permitted us
to operate with a one-ocean Navy -- then two -- now
even two are not enough to cover our far-flung and
close-at-hand responsibilities.
In recent years, we have heard papers
describing the building of the Panama Railroad and
the Panama Canal, both papers reporting the extraordinary skills employed in their construction,
the many trials and tribulations faced by the
workers in both projects, and the great loss of
life involved in conquering mountains, rivers,
swamps, infectious diseases, snakes, crocodiles
and e xhausting heat.
In earlier years many members wrote,
before the Canal was approved and during its construction, resulting in much debate as to its
feasibility and desirability as a project for the
United States.
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The Canal was operated from 1913 under
control, until 1981, when control became a
joint venture with Panama.
It is reported that
the new operation of the 70-year-old waterway is
working well mechanically, and that there has been
a slight improvement in the time required for an
average ship to transit t he Canal.

u.s.

With the discovery of oil in northern
Alaska, the building of the oil pipeline across
Alaska and the use of large tankers to bring the
crude oil south, efforts to keep the cost to consumers competitive, raised questions about transiting
the Canal. The large tankers have been transferring
their cargoes to s maller tankers for the Canal
crossing, and this has proven time consuming and,
of course, expensive. En largement of the Canal
would be expensive and the Canal would have to be
out of commission for an indefinite period, so Panama
approved a plan to build a competing oil pipeline
across the Isthmus, at the west end of Panama,
near the Costa Rica border.
The Morrison-Knudson Company, of Boise,
Idaho, and its associates won the contracts to
design and build the new petroleum pipeline system
at an estimated cost of $170,000.00 for the design
alone. The pipeline is a joint venture for the
Panamanian government, developed by Petroterminal
de Panama, S.A., of which, through Panama's
Corporation Financiera National (C 0 FIR A) ,
its economic development agency, it owns about
40% of the project, while the balance is owned
39% by Northville Industries, of Melville, New
York, and 21% by C. B. I. Industries, of Oak Brook,
Illinois, the successor comp any to the long-time
Chicago Bridge and Iron Company. Northville is
the managing director of the project.
The Panama Canal began to show a loss
in operations, due to the reduction in its use
by world shippers, caused by the world recession
and the use of large bulk cargo carriers. Many
shippers were finding the Canal's usefulness limited.
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Even when the Canal was operating at full
capacity, there were delays in transit caused by the
backup of ships at either end, and cost~ of , operation
were mounting, producing a loss, result~ng ~n the ,
Canal's request for a substantial increase in translt
fees, actually increased in 1983 by 9.8%.
Panamanians began to worry that instead
of the great revenue-producing operation they so
long had negotiated for, with our government, that
they might instead have a white elephant on their
hands. Part of the recent decline in traffic is,
of course, due to the loss of the Alaskan crude oil
trade.
Another cause of worry for Panama is a
plan by Mexico to haul freight across the narrowest
point in that country, taking further business from
the Panama Canal.
The Canal had a loss of $5,000,000.00
in the first quarter of 1981 and expected to lose
an additional $24,000,000.00 during the balance of
1981.
Panama borrowed, or committed to borrow,
huge sums totaling over $117,000,000.00 in 1981
from the World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund for road construction development as well as
$180,000,000.00 from a consortium of 33 international
banks for the design of the oil pipeline; and more
than $1,000,000.00 for engineering and completion
of a copper mining project.
In 1982, further similar commitments -largely from about 40 international banks -- exceeded
$439,000,000.00 to cover the building of the oil
pipeline, docks for the ships at either end, oil
storage tanks at the Atlantic end of the pipeline
at Chiriqui Grande to hold 2,500,000 barrels of
crude awaiting shipment, booster electric pumps
at Caldera two-thirds of the way over to force
the oil over the mountains and power generating
units at the off-loading piers on the Pacific side,
at Puerto Armuelles, as well as enlarged docks
for the Panama Canal itself, at Atlantic ports,
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to handle containe r cargoes and other traffic and
a hospital in Panama a nd military training.
U.S. training of hemi sphere allies is
also going on in Panama and we are using a base
there for ni ght flying surveys of combatant areas
in Central America .
The oil pipeline of 36 to 40 inches in
oiameter is 78 miles long and ha s a capacity of
700,000 barre ls a day . The transit cost of Alaskan
oil, via this new route, has been reduced by 20%
(about $1.50 per b arrel ) and has sliced transit
time by six days ve rsus the Panama Canal. The principal users of this oil pipeline are Arco, Sohio
and Exxon.
If the u .s. government eventually grants
an oil pipeline acros s the state of Washington to
Minnesota, the cost of the Al askan oil will be
further reduce d to us by $1.50 to $2.00 per barrel.
Pa rt of the savings, of course, in use
of pipelines -- particularly in one starting from
Puget Sound -- is the time saving of shipping down
the west coas t .
The codevelopers' bills for building the
oil pipeline across Panama totaled about $300,000,000.00.
The cost of bu i lding an oil pipeline across our own
northwest would far exceed that.
It has been
estimated t hat a Northern Tier Pipeline built
within the United States would run 1,451 miles
and cost $1, 600 ,000,000.00.
Recent news in Seattle is that the promoters
of the Northern Tier Pipeline have given up on their
proposal, due to objections by officials there, and
due to the extraordinary costs of the building of a
pipeline ove r or through several mountain ranges
to the east.
It is unlikely that other entrepreneurs
will come forward with a marketable substitute for
a Northern Tier Line.
Another confusing note is that Ni caragua
is said to be toying with the idea of building a
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new canal, across its country, where the United
States had originally voted to build, before it
rescinded that vote and instead voted to buy the
French rights and equipment and finish building
at Panama.
Such a second and larger canal would
probably be good for Central America, and for the
United States too, if not for Panama. Perhaps
some agreement to help Nicaragua on this could produce a turning point in bettering our government's
aid to peace in Central America.
It was estimated that the Panama oil pipeline would pay for itself in a little over three
years -- but what it will do to Panama may be another
story, though it does expect a profit of about
$40,000,000.00 a year from the pipeline.
If so,
this may offset losses on the continuing operation
of the Panama Canal.
It is interesting to note that it took
only fourteen months to build the new pipeline,
using 2,000 workers. Not one life was lost, compared
to the Panama Canal project with took 5,600 lives
during its many years of construction time -- not
counting losses during the French attempt.
So dense was the jungle that in this
latest project helicopters were used to drop the
men with chain saws to clear landing pads. Sixtyfive ton backhoes and bulldozers were winched up
mountain slopes, foot by foot, and channels were
cut in streams by construction crews to hold sections
of pipe. At the Continental Divide (4,000 feet
high) trenches were scooped out to a depth of six
feet and the pipe was buried therein.
One mud slide destroyed a half mile of
pipe. Workers welded sections of pipe while sheltered
by tarpaulins from daily downpours. About 85% of
the workers were Panamanians, the balance were
Texans and Cajuns. Chinese and Jamaicans were used
when the Canal was built.
Food for the 800 people working at the
new Atlantic terminal has to be brought in by plane
or boat. The logistics for the entire project is
hard to comprehend.
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Only time will tell what all this will mean
to our relati on s with Panama and our other Ce ntral
American allies, but I hazard a guess.tha~ before
all these activities, including the p1pel1ne, are
paid for, barring increased ~ se of the Canal, Uncle
Sam (meaning we taxpayers) w ~ll be called on to
share with the Canal and pipel ine owners a part of
the huge de bt i volved in the development of Panama.
AS to the Canal's operation itself, I wish
to quote a part fro statements made in London in
March of this year by Donald Schmidt, Deputy Director
of the Panama Canal Commi ssion -- as reported in
the Journal of Co erce of March 29, 1983.

Mr. Schmidt said the rate increase
-- the first in three years -- will
increase t he Canal's revenue by
abo ut 15 million this year.
The additional money, combined
wi th economic measures and putting
of f some non-vital repair work
wi ll help the Canal commission'
to mak e up for the estimated $50
million in revenue lost through
the diversion of the Alaska North
S~ope.oi l trade, to the trans-Panama
p1 pe11ne.
-- de spite the recession, the
Canal 's revenue in the 1982 fiscal
year totaled a record $325.5
million and vessel numbers were
the h ighest in eight years at
14,142 --- So far, the number of vessels
using the waterway in the first
five months of this year has
fallen to an average of 33 a day,
compared with 40 a day in the
same period last year.

u.s.

Also, a quote from the November 1, 1982,
News & World Report:
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One complication: The strength
of the Panama leftist The people's
Party, that country's Communist
Party, has 30,000 voters and some
experts believe as many as 100,000
Panamanians support Cuba's efforts
to foment leftist unrest throughout the region.
Fidel Castro has warned that Panama
itself could become the target of
Cuban-backed violence, unless it
drops its support of U.S. efforts
to quell the leftist subversion in
E1 Salvador that is backed by
Sandinista Nicaragua.
and, fu rther, from a U.S. News & World Report:
Any serious threat to the Canal
would trigger a firestorm in the
U.S. Senate, where 32 members voted
against ratification of the treaties
in 1978. They were approved only
after the addition of an amendment granting the U.S. the right
to intervene -- with troops, if
necessary -- if anything "interfered with" operation of the Canal.
On the other hand, direct U.S.
intervention even limited, would
almost certainly create a similar
firestorm in Panama and Latin
America. Any appearance of
reneging on the treaties would
make matters worse.
Before closing, I must thank Congressman
Bill Gradison for sending me copies of various publications from the Library of Congress, which have
helped in the preparation of this paper.
Also, I wish to thank R. F. Smith, Vice
President of Public Relations of the Morrison-Knudson
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Company, Inc. for copie s of their monthly magazine
sent to employees and s ha re h olders of their associated
companies. Two copies thereof will be on the podium
after this meeting for your information. They contain a number of pic t ures of the pipeline project.
I also have listed , at the end of this
paper, in t he ibliography, the sources of many of
my comments.
I n closing, let me say we must have the
Canal, as wel as the oil pipeline, even if we
should build ano er one in the United States -and if we do the ~atter, the chances of Panama
covering its debts will be that much more difficult.
A canal, o r pipeline, is easy prey for
an anarchist.
-e n eed not a two, nor a three, but
the equivalent of a four-ocean Navy and invincible
air forces and ground troops to assure absolute
control of t he Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico.
We may have to invade Cuba again, despite possible
dire resulting problems.

John A. Reid

Bibliography
Busine ss Week, 3/9/81.
Oil & Gas Journal, 3/23/81.
Wa ll Street Journal, Articles 1980, 1981,
1982 and 1983.
Fortune, Article 10 /4/82.
U.S. News & World Report, 11/1/82.
New York Times, 12/19/82.

29
L.A. Times, 3/22/83 (Panama leaders visit
postponed) •
Christian Science Monitor, 4/6/83.
Library of Congress -- collections of,
articles made available by congressman Wm. Grad~son.
Journal of Commerce -- articles 11/4/82,
12/26/82, 1/21/83, 1/28/83, 2/1/83, 2/4/83, 2/14/83,
2/18/83, 2/22/83 -- Latin American countries unhappy
at increase in fees; article 3/29/83 re: rate increase
and effect thereof.
Morris-Knudson Company's reports to its
employees and stockholders of April 1982 and February
1983 in its monthly magazine, received from company.
Also a Northville Industries brochure.

3

Underground Wonderland

If one drives from the Literary Club up
Fourth Street, down Sycamore, onto the network of
interstate highways and into Kentucky, he could be
in less than five hours in one of the loveliest,
quietest and most relaxing spots in the country_
This is Mammoth Cave National Park, encompassing
51,000 acres with networks of underground cavern
corridors over 200 miles in length.
The first time I was there was in July
1940 with a crew from the University of Kentucky
radio studios doing one of a weekly series for
WHAS, Louisville, called "Visits to Kentucky
Industries." On successive weeks we had been
to Hi11erich & Bradsby in Louisville reporting the
marking of baseball bats; to a lurnbermill and sawyard in Pineville; through the deep shafts of a
coal mine in Hazard; through the Claiborn stud
farm outside Paris, still famous as a thoroughbred
breeding farm owned by the Hancock fami1y~ and to
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Brown & Williamson in Louisville , surveying the
cigarette-making industry. Our trip to Mammoth
Cave was a visit to the Ken t u cky tourist industry,
for the area was then still a state park but would
become part of the national park system as soon as
enough acreage wO Id be acqui red.
In 0 e car for the director, the scriptwriter and me, the announcer , and one light truck
for the radi o engineers and their equipment, we
caravanned fr o ~~gton to Mammoth Cave in less
than four ho urs.
ur headquarters was the ~1ammoth
Cave Hotel, a t! - -story, charming, white-frame
tourist hote l -itl a large veranda and run by
hospitable So them people who not only made us
feel welcome b t served delicious meals of fried
chicken, country ham, corn pudding, string beans,
mashed potatoes, ot biscuits, blueberry cobbler
and pecan pie -- =ood that I remember to this day.
Director of pub :city for the hotel was Christobel
Philpot, who had arranged for us to be joined at
dinner on the day of our arrival by Park Superintendent
R. L. Hoskin s and Chief Gui d e M. L. Charlet of
the Na tion~ l Park Se rvice.
We had an interesting dinner conversation.
While, of course, we knew that caves existed in
nearly every state of the u '
caves occur. Charlet had sn~~n, ~e a~ked ~hy do
and the answer carne easil p Mt h~s l~fe w~th caves
r~cks which are relativel~·solo~i o~ them form from
l~mestone and gypsum
'
u ~ ln water -carbonate and gYPsum 'OfL~m~s~one ~s formed of calcium
sediment ary rocks , original~l~ sUl~hate. They are
at the bottom of ancient: y eposlte~ as layers
morphic acti on OVer the
, ~~s. ,Volcanlc and metacalci um laye rs into l' mt~ enn~ums turned these
' ·
~mes one or gypsum
d I
th em In
the~r present I
t'
an
eft
action of surface or un ~ca 1 ons. Then the slow
less more millenniums
erground water Over countproduced caves.
wore away the rocks and
Caves are also formed '
areas, which are tube-like'
f In lava in VOlcanic
very creation was volc '
ln ,orm., Hawaii, whose
lava caves.
In Lava B:~~cNatC~lon, lS filled with
a lonal Monument in
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Northern California hundreds of them have been explored.
In the sea, waves pounding on unprotected cliffs
often erode the weaker zones in the rock, producing
deep fissures and grottoes, like those found along
the coast of Southern California. Finally, wind
combines with water to erode soft, weak rocks,
particularly sandstone, to produce caves like the
famous Indian cliff dwellings in Arizona and many
others in the southwest. More than 50% of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky is underlaid with limestone
or gypsum caves.
Mammoth Cave was known to Indians long
before the 18th century but the first white man to
enter was reputed to be Charles Houchins, who
followed a black bear into a large opening in the
Green River bluff in 1799. He found a new frontier
360 feet under the surface which white men had never
seen. But they were quick to exploit it; on the
dry floors the dirt that had been there for ages
contained calcium nitrate, more commonly known as
saltpeter. This had formed from the droppings of
millions of bats which lived in the cave over the
centuries. The saltpeter was used to produce gunpowder in the War of 1812 and the leaching vats are
still there, protected from deterioration by the
constant 54° temperature and low humidity. After
the end of the War of 1812 made Mammoth Cave nitrate
production unprofitable, the cave was opened to
the public as a natural showplace and has been a
tourist attraction since 1816.
The first person who really explored the
cave and became its first guide was Stephen Bishop,
a slave. His crossing of the "Bottomless Pit" in
1837 by use of a tall cedar sapling opened the
exte~sive avenues beyond and led to the discovery
of R1ver Hall, Echo River and Roaring River. In
1923, an opening was made in one of the avenues
leading from Grand Central Station which had been
blocked by fallen rocks, leading to the discovery
of the Frozen Niagara section with cave onyx in
greater abundance and more beautiful than any
previously discovered. That opening also led to
finding Crystal Lake; clear, pure spring water
38 feet deep. On its downward course to Green
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River, it is held by a dam of travertine 270 feet
below the ground and 190 feet above both Echo River
and Green River .

Mr. Charlet pointed out that the important
dis coveries in the cave had been made by guides,
many of who have followed their fathers and grandfat hers in the profession. He himself was later
succeeded as Ch~ef Guide by his nephew, Arthur
Furlong .
The ext Doming at the cave we met two
of these gui des, Carl Hansen and ~eo Hunt . , Like
all of the guides, they spent the~r spare t~me
e x ploring the ca e.
In Oc tober 1938 these two had
gone beyond t he . ey ole at Roaring River, a lowroofed channel only fou r feet high, completely submerged in ra iny ~athe r, poled their scow up stretches
of Roaring Ri er and h auled it over three stretches
of interven ing --d and rock. Where the river then
divided in t wo t! ey had seen i.n the wall on the
right a smal l ho _e wh ich led upward.
Hansen and
Hunt crawled into this hole and over 300 feet of
wet sand to an a enue with a ten-foot ceiling.
But with the gasoline supply for their lamps running
low, they turned back for the day.
Mr. Charlet and their fellow guides were
excited over their di scovery and the following day
with two more guides assigned by Charlet, Claude
Hunt, a cous in of Leo's, and Pete Hansen, Carl's
son, they resuned their exploration. From the
avenue found the previous day they proceeded more
than a mile to where a large rock blocked the
passage. After skillful use of a pick ax conquered
that obstac le, they went through another 1,000 feet
of passageway ten feet high and fifte en feet wide,
but with some,parts especially narrow.
Suddenly
Pete Hansen, 1n the lead, saw the ceiling glistening
white in his lantern light. They had found the
"Great White Way ," clean, white channeled walls
and ceiling l~ned with gypsum crystals. The floor
was covered w~t~ red sand and gypsum crystals.
It
w~s be~ond real 7ty.
Gypsum flowers grew from all
s ~des ~n profus~on, some looking like balls of
cotton. Crystalline ribbons looking like corkscrews,
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transparent needles -- some so delicate that they
moved when the lantern heat was placed next to them.
"Why, this is Paradise," said c;>ne of th7 guides and
the main passage where gypsum 1S the th1ckest was
so named.
We were allowed to venture that day into
part of the new discovery, the first noncave personnel
to see it. It was breathtakingly beautiful. For
several years thereafter the guides and park employees
continued to explore and map the new discovery, to
carve paths and install lights for visitors, but
the pristine beauty of the area was not opened
finally to visitors until after the 1946 dedication
of Mammoth Cave National Park, held up five years
by World War II.
Since our party was visiting the tourist
industry and the new discovery was not yet available
for tourists, our broadcast concentrated on the older
part of the cave -- the Bottomless Pit, Frozen Niagara,
Grand Central Station, the Drapery Room, the Blind
Fish, the Snowball Room, a ride on Echo River,
George Washington's profile and other features which
were then the best-known and most widely advertised
parts of the cave, including Fat Man's Misery, a
narrow passageway that I, at 118 pounds, had no
difficulty traversing, while our director, at
210 pounds, had to be pushed from one side and
pulled from the other to navigate.
Lights were not available through much of
the cave, but in those areas our guides, with slender
sticks like casting rods, flung flares of oil-soaked
rags which landed on high faraway ledges to light
our way. The guides had become expert in this
casting and took great pride in getting their
torches to the targets, often more than 100 feet
away, on the first throw. Mr. Charlet himself had
been such a guide and had become Chief Guide when
Mammoth Cave became a state park in 1936. One of
the features of our visit and of our radio show
was a trip to the Snowball Dining Room, a beautiful,
round amphitheater, filled with gypsum clusters,
360 feet underground with space large enough to
feed a small army. All of the tours stopped there
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for lunch each day and I interviewed for the program
there touri sts from as far away as California and
as near as Glasgow, Kent cky . A bronze plaque on
the Snowbal l Roo's wall marks the spot from wh ich
our program or:ginated as the firs t radio b roadcast
from inside the cave, - y 20, 1940 .
After r
Ca e became a national park
in 1941, it as en arged to cover the major part
of Edmondson Co ty, incl ding the adjacent Sand
Cave, where F oya C i s had dramatically lost his
life in 192 5 nen his eg as "edged unde r a rock
and he could ~o~ be resc'ed in time, and Crystal
Cave, bought fr
the Collins family in 1961. The
comfortable , charning white -frame hotel has been
replaced wi th a rambling collection of one-floor
brick buildings and cottages, but the charm of the
area remains.
I made two more trips there, one
with my wi fe d
9 vorld Wa r II and one with her
and our chi ldren in the 1950's . They were wonderful,
peaceful vacations. The cave is still there, its
awe-inspiri ng bea ty continues to captivate tourists
and the cho ice o~ two, four or six and one-half hour
tours gives e eryone 'ust the exposure he needs.
M. L. Charlet has ong since passed away, but that
summer evening _.en he enthralled us with his stories
and the be aut:es
·~ammoth Cave will never be forgotten.
I re - - 0 d it to you heartily.
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