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It was in the fall of 1884 at a round-up camp in the Bad
Lands, about eight miles south of Medora, North Dakota, that the
slender fellow with the thick glasses was first noticed by the other
cowboys. Bob Simpson was there and he repeated his story many
times. They were all near the rope corral where the horses were
gathered, and the cowboys were lassoing horses to start out for the
round up. Linc Gates threw his rope over a fine sorrel horse. The
horse got nervous and jumped over the corral fence. As the horse
stepped out, Line got caught by the foot in a twist of his rope. There
were about fifty people there. The thing all happened in a minute,
and the slender fellow with the glasses jumped on his horse and let his
noose fly with about sixty feet of rope behind it. The noose went
over the horse's head just the same as if it had been a glove. "Four
eyes" pulled his line up short and stopped the runaway colt.
That quick-witted twenty-six year old was to use his gifts
of positive thinking and instant decision making on many occasions in
his lifetime. His name was Theodore Roosevelt.
In February of 1884, he lost his mother and, within days of
her death, his wife died in childbirth. Political fortunes turned
against him when the Republican Party went down to defeat at the
Chicago convention in the same year.
Roosevelt needed a change of scenery and an opportunity
to find solitude together with a new kind of existence. He had hunted
in the far west and his thoughts turned to ranching there as a way of
life. Characteristically, he saw a ranch that appealed to him, and
within a short time became the owner of "Chimney Butte." He
renamed it "Elkhorn Ranch." During the twelve years that he owned
the ranch, T .R. knew well many of the ranchers, cowboys, mountain
hunters, Indian scouts and drifters from the Dakotas and Montana.
Many stories were told about his aggressive personality. Roosevelt
rode with his cowboys in all kinds of weather when rounding up his
cattle. His eastern accent, thick glasses and slender build often were
the butt of crude humor. Due to his strange laugh and prominent
teeth the Indians called him "Laughing Horse." One night in a
Medo~a saloon, a big, drunken fellow with holstered guns at his sides
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~~~~~d a~' ~'a~~d ordered hi~ to buy a round of drinks. Roosevelt had
th b
ard and confidentl y met his opponent in the middle of
th e ha,r ~~omk' One blow to the pi t of the stomach and a full blow to
e C in I\OOC ed out the drunken bully.
Theodore Roosev elt thoro ughly enjoyed hunting. He shot
and
quanti ies of duck, grouse, prairi~ chickens, sa?e hen,
rabb its a nd occasionally elk and dee r. He decided to l ~ave his ~anch
on one ip with wo com panions and hunted far away In the wlldest
countr . One afternoon he shot an elk and since it was almost ~ark
he left t he animal's body and planned to return the next morning.
B.dore cO f nple t:e darkne ss, he saw in a patch of burne d-over forest
t he huge, half- hum an foo t prints of a gr izzly . At dayli ght, Roosevelt
returned to t he scene and found that the bear had been feeding on the
carcass d r ' ng t he nigh t . From the size of the tracks, T .R. and his
companion s knew that the grizzly was enormous. The tracks strayed
off and hey fo llo ed, mov ing no iselessly over a pine -needle forest
fl0C:>r. Present ly , they picke d up dist inct prints in the dust of a game
tra Il hat led across a hillsi de where the terrain was broken by
holl ws and boulders. They could still follow the tracks by claw
:narks on t e fallen trees and by be nt and broken twigs. They moved
slowly "n 0 a hicl<et and there was the bear , not mo re than twenty
feet awa y. I turned toward the hunters and rose on its hind legs to
at leas nine feet in height. It s e igh t was later estimated to be
about tVoo'el.'e
n red pounds . Upon seeing Roosevel t, the huge beast
dropped on al l f fS . Teddy wrote 0 a rela l ve about what happened
nex t.
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of 1897, Cuban patri~ts revolt<:d
because of her mistreatment of the na~lves. Spam
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and guerrilla warfare.
t:>ol d.l y '-<illed countless Cubans by star va Ion
,e U.s. battleship \'\ai ne was sent to Havanna ~arbor. and, on
Fe~ruary 5, 189&, she was destroy:d by ~n exterior mtn~, With a loss
of
0 hundred sixty -six Am erican lives.
On April 20, 1898,
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President McKinley approved a Congressional resolution demanding
the withdrawal of Spain from Cuba. United States' ships blockaded
Cuban ports. On April 24, Spain declared war and our Congress
declared that war had existed since April 21. Commodore George
Dewey, commander of the U.S. Asiatic fleet based at Hong Kong, was
ordered to the Philippines. He was instructed to attack and destroy
the Spanish fleet in Manilla Bay, which he promptly did, thus opening
the way for American conquest of Cuba.
Roosevelt showed an active interest in the war against
Cuba and when the Congress ordered the raising of three cavalry
regiments, Secretary of War Alger offered the command of one of
the regiments to T .R., which he promptly accepted. Early in May of
1898, he resigned from his position as Assistant Secretary of the
Navy. His friends protested that he had no business in going to war.
His chief, the Secretary of the Navy and the President himself
begged him not to go. He had a key position in Washington, six
children and a wife barely recovered from a serious illness.
T.R. started to raise a regimen t of mounted riflemen with
his friend, Dr. Leonard Wood, a surgeon in Washington, D.C. Dr.
Wood became the colonel of the regiment and Roosevelt was second
in command. Wood became a friend of Roosevelt's soon after T .R.
entered the Navy Department.
They had kindred tastes and
principles. Wood was a recipient of the Medal of Honor after he had
served in General Nelson Mlles' campaigns against the Apaches . Dr.
Wood was a sturdy individual who was recognized as one of the few
men who could stand fatigue and hardship as well as an Apache.
During Wood's service in the southwest, he had commanded not only
regulars and Indian scouts, but also white frontiersmen.
Like
Roosevelt, Wood was imbued with a keen longing for adventure.
Newspapers all over the country reported that Spain was
treating the Cuban people very poorly and it was time for the U.S. to
go to war and to remove Spanish dominance from Cuba. When the
newspapers reported that applications would be considered for
qualified men to sign up for military service in Cuba, Washington was
deluged with requests to enlist from thousands of men who were
anxious to take part in the Cuban adventure. Approximately one
thousand two hundred men were accepted for the regiment. They
included Indians, Black soldiers, hunters, trappers, p.lainsmen, ~l~rks,
York City policemen, socialites, actors, mmers, mU~lClans,
men and college athletes. T~elr ages
d the regiment eXisted for
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only one hundred thirty-three days. Thirty-seven percent of those
who arrived in Cuba were casualties. More than one out of three men
were killed, wounded or stricken by disease.
One of the first people to appear at the training camp in
San Antonio, Texas, was a thin, sixty-nine-year-old man weighing
about one hundred pounds and wearing a white beard that hung to his
waist. His nature was aggressiveness and quickness. He was the
Honorable Joseph Wheeler, Congress man from Alabama. He had been
a Civil War Major-General in the Confederate Army. Other men of
prominence were William "Bucky" O'N eill of Arizona.
He was
Captain of Troop A, had been Mayor of Prescott, was noted ~s a
famous sheriff throughout the West f or his feats of warfare agamst
the Apaches. He was a wild, reckless fellow, was six feet tall,
weighed two hundred pounds and was soft-spoken and courteous.
O'Neill had been a cowboy, newspaper man, lawyer and a gambler.
He was wealthy from successful mining ventures. Allyn Capron was
the fifth in descent from father to son who had served in the U.S.
Army.
He was twenty-six years old, married and a native of
Brooklyn, New York. He was described as the best so ldier in the
regiment and was chosen by Colonel Wood to be its adjutant. He was
tall and lithe, a fine boxer, a first-class horsema n and rifleman. He
had pie;cir:g blue eyes and was the archetype of the fighting man .
Both 0 NellI and Capron were very popular with the men of the
regiment.
The New Mexican contingent had three hundred
twen~Y-four enlisted men and fourteen com rn issione d officers.
~romlnent among t hen was William H. H. Llewellyn of Las Cruces
e had been t he spea ker of the ew '.1exico Ie islatur
.
served as a specia l agent of the Dep.:trtment of J~s'ti
,e ~nd had
and the Dakotas
His pes
h d .
ce 1n ontana
thieves and mU; derers
~e t a FW 1Pbed out counterfeiters, cattle
Fift
b
.
an a
e ecame a mustering cent
f~en ~ow oys, sun anned and colorful in rough clothing appear:rd
on me orses, a ll fro m the Pecos valley From Albu
'
\J\~ximil!ano Lu na. He was a few jnche~ over five f~~~r1~~1 c~:~
thirty-eIght years of, age and was of direct Spanish descent. H~ was
both courtl y and gracIOus. He was a graduate of the Jesuit College in
Las Vegas and o~ Georgetown U.niversi ty in Washington, D.C. He had
been ,t~ sherIff of ValenCla County.
His ancestors were
conqulstldores who had reconquered New Mexico and restored it to
Span ish rule in 1650. His family had been grandees and land owners
sin ce the seventeenth century.
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The New York group was dubbed "The Fifth Avenue Boys."
Its members included Woodbury Kane, a cousin of John Jacob Astor.
Handsorne and husky , he was a fine horseman and was an outstanding
,
polo player.
Horace Devereaux had been an end on Princeton s
football team in 1880. Wealthy Reginald Ronalds was a descendant
of the first Pierre Lorillard of tobacco fame. Charles and Henry Bull
were on the Harvard crew. David Goodrich, of the rubber family,
was captain of the Harvard crew. Ben Franklin Daniels was the
Marshall of Dodge City. Bob Wrenn and Bill Larned were the nation's
two top tennis players. Stanley Hollister was a champion half miler.
Dudley Dean was identified as "the most famous quarterback on
Harvard's football team." Craig Wadsworth was a star polo player.
Hamilton Fish, Jr., New York playboy, was captain of the Columbia
crew.
Colonel Leonard Wood proved invaluable 1n using his past
army experience. He ordered clothing, rifles, revolvers, ammunition,
tents and horse gear. Wood insisted that only smokeless powder was
to be used. That type powder was very important because the enemy
could not see where the shooting came from. The Krag-Jorgensen
Carbines were requisitioned because they were regularly used by the
U.S. Cavalry. Some of the men were authorized to carry their
favorite Winchesters. Buying horses for the Cuban Expedition was an
important task, and men from the far west helped in choosing tough
and hardy animals. Some of the horses were still wild from the
range, and had to be thrown and tied down before they could be shod.
Soon the horses became accustomed to their riders and could take
part in column formations and in skirmish drills. Each day in camp
the men were instructed in marching details and in rifle and revolver
practice. The standard uniforms were slouch ha ts, blue flannel shirts,
brown trousers, leggings and boots. Handkerchiefs were knotted
loosely around the neck. After months of drilling at the San Antonio
camp, which was hot, dusty and windy, and after all requisitions for
equipment and horses had arrived, a wire came from WaShington
ordering the Rough Riders Regiment to proceed to Tampa, Florida.
In addition to over one thousand men, there were twelve hundred
horses (including a pack train of one hundred fifty mules). The
troopers, horses, equipment and food were put aboard rail cars and,
after a hot and dusty four-day railroad trip, they arrived in Tampa.
Newspaper titles for the volunteer regiment included
"Teddy's Terrors," "Roosevelt's Rangers," "Cavalry Cow Punchers,"
"Wood's Wild Westerners" and "Roosevelt's Rough Riders."
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After wal ttng in Tampa for five days, the expedition
received orders to board the tran sports th at would sail to Cuba.

Due

lack of space On the troop ships, most of the regiments' horses
were left behind. Only officers' steeds were authorized to come
aboard . The ships were packed tightly with their living freight and
the men sweltered in the burning heat of Tampa harbor. Soon, ship
after ship weighed anchor an d proceeded under half steam for the
distant mouth of the harbor , and they held to a southea.sterly course.
For the next six days, thirty od d transports moved in long parallel
lines , while to the stern a nd on their flanks the gray hulls of
American war ships watche d with ceaseless vigilance by day and
night.

to

The ships were headed for Santiago and soon the men
began to see the Cuban coastline where high mountains rose almost
fro m the water's edge . The landing port was a small town called
Daiquiri, whert! there had been a railway and iron works. There was
much exci tement at the time of landing. The U.S. smaller war
vessels began shelling Dalquir' so as to dislo dge any Spaniards who
might be lurking in he area. Other places along the coast were
shelled in an effort to keep the enemy puzzled about landing
intentions. The surf was high and the landing would be difficult; so
that the task of getting the men , ammunition and provisions ashore
was a dangerous one. Another transport carried horses and mules. It
was decided to throw the animals overboard and let them swim
asho re, if the y could. One of Roosevelt's own horses was drowned.
While T .R. and "Bucky" 0' , eiU were supervising the unloadings at a
r uined dock, a boa ful of colored infantry capsized and two men went
to the bottom. 0' e ' ll plunged over the side, in full unifo rm, to save
them , but the Black troopers were lost .
T~e Jandings of the men from the troop ships were
completed without further incident. The country nearby would have
offered, very great difflculty to an attacking force if there had been
a~y resistance by the Spaniards. It was a mass of rugged and steep
hills, c,overed for the most part by dense jungle . Five hundred
d~termlne? men could have caused havoc among the American
~;~~mbarkln~ t~~ps. Ther~ had been about that number of enemy
ps at DaIqUIrI that mornIng, but they disappeared even before the
war ships began shelling the area. In their place were hundreds of
Cuban in surgents, a mo tley crew dressed in ragged clothing and
armed with every kind of rifle in all stages of disrepair. It was
evident that they would be of nO use in serious fighting, but they
might be of service in scouting.
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The day after landing was devoted to unloading. all
supplies and then moving them inland. One of the gre~t shor~commgs
throughout the campaign was inadequate transporta tlOn. Smce the
mules were not allowed to board t he transports in Florida, the
troopers had to carry their weapons, am muni tion, food, tents, etc.
The third day ashore called fo r marching to a point where
the enemy could be seen.
Major Ge nera l Joseph Wheeler, the
banta m-size d sixty-nine-year-old Civ il War veteran, led his cavalry
division to the front lines in a short ti me . The Spanish troops in the
a rea we re soon repulsed. Colonel Wood , in command of the regiment,
ordered Roosevelt and the Rough Ride rs to move in single file to a
place near where the Spanish forces were waiting for action. It was
long aft er nightfa ll whe n the men entered the squalid coastal hamle t
of Siboney. Heavy rains came in a re gular tropic downpour. The
Rough Riders and other troops lay down along the trail and fell a sleep
almost immediately. The brigade com mander, General S. B. M.
Young, under whose lea dership the battle pl ans were drawn, decided
tha t movement would begin by sunr ise toward Santiago on the
following morning. General Wood decided to advance with the troops
of the Tenth and First Infantry along a hill tral1 which joined a valley
road about four miles further on, at a point where the road went over
a spur of the mountain chain, and from t here down hill toward
Santiago. The Spaniards had their line s place d at the junc tion of the
road and the trail. General Young sta rte d before six on the following
morning with four hundred eighty-e igh t men and two Hotchkiss
mountain guns to ferret out the enemy.
The Spanish forces came into view at about eight in the
morning and, a.f ter advanCing to withi n three hundred yards of the
enemy, General Young ordered the Hotc hkiss one pounders to begin
firing. This place was where the two t ra ils carne together and was
calle d Las Guasimas. The Spaniards im me diately opened fire in
re turn. The denseness of the jungle, and the fact that the enemy
used smokeless powder, made it very di ffic ult to know exactly where
they were. The American force s pushed forw a rd under great stress.
The heat was overpowering and sapped the strength of the American
troops. Through the jungle ran many wire fences and, as the troops
got to the ridge, they encountered precipi tous heights. A U.S. major
and two captains were seriously wou nded and twenty-five regular
army me n were killed as the t roops adva nce d closer to the enemy.
The Span ish forces kept up a heavy firin g, but the Americans climbed
the ridges and the enemy broke and fled.
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Roos e 'lelt ha d been so involved in this action that he was
startled to realize that while standing be hi nd a large palm tree a
bullet passed through t he palm, filling his le ft eye and ear with dust
and splinters.
The Rough Riders regiment lost eight men killed and
thirt y-four wounded in their first action. Among the fallen were
C apt ain Allyn Capron and Sergeant Ham ilton Fish, Jr. Hu?e land
crabs gathered in a gruesome ring around the dead and dymg and
vultures attempted to partake of hum a n flesh. All of the dead and
seriously wounded were removed from the battle scene as soon as
possible.
General Young was struck down with malarial fever and
Colonel Wood took charge of the brigade. Colonel Roosevelt was
t hen in command of the Rough Riders regiment. The officers'
baggage finally arrived, but their clothing and that of the troops was
impractical in the jungle.
Roosevel t observed that their heavy
uniform s would have been more practical in the Klondike.
The
shelter tents were only partial protection from the terrific downpours
of rain ever y day. Poorly planned rations of food forced Roosevelt to
buy provisions from local sources. He made these purchases with his
own money .
On June 20, all troops wer e ordered to prepare for the
march a~ainst Santiago. The one narrow road, a mere muddy track
along which the ar,my was encamped, was choked with the marching
col~mns . EverythIng that the men could not carr y, including the
offICerS' baggage, was left behind. Mul es had been borrowed to carry
the dynamite gun and the automatic Colts. The heat was intense and
mosqui tos constan tly harassed the men.
The still , close jungle
formed an almos t impenetrable wall on both sides of the trail. The
Rough Riders followed the rear of the in fantry regiment ahead of
them, and at a very sl<?w P?ce. Darkness came on but they continued
~~I~a~~h~ At about e,lght in the e,vening the troopers climbed EI Poso
d '
hose summl t was a rUlned ranch and a sugar mill both
eserted. Or,ders were given to fall out, and in a short time th'e men
were asleep Just off the trail. At sunup next morning and aft
meager cold br kf t h
er a
,
, ea as, ~ e men fell in, preparing for the forward
ma,rch . The brIgade consIsted of another regiment and a large band

of Insurgent Cubans.
A battery of American field guns was positioned on a
hilltop facing Santiago. Firing of these guns soon began and the
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objective was to shell the area ~ear ,EI Caney. Spanis~ cannon
immediately lobbed shells in the dlrectlOn of the Rough RIders and
the positions of some Army regiments. Shrapnel fragments from
Spanish shells killed and wounded some of the ~m~r~can for~es and a
number of the Cuban insurgents were killed. Th1S fIrmg contmued ,for
about twenty minutes and then gradually died away. The FIrst
Brigade (including the Rough Riders) was led by Colonel Leonard
Wood. In columns of fours, the men marched down the trail toward
the ford of the San Juan River. The Spaniards in the trenches and
block houses on top of the nearby hills fired at the brigade in a rather
haphazard manner. The Rough Riders, under the command of Colonel
Roosevelt, were ordered to cross the ford, march about a mile to the
right of the ford and then halt until ordered to proceed forward.
Before arriving at their destination, the Rough Riders and three other
regiments came under heavy enemy fire.
The Spanlards were
shooting from a hill (later called Kettle Hill) surmounted by large
ranch buildings or haciendas that had sunken brick-lined walls and
cellars. Some of the Rough Riders and other troops crouched down
close to the river bank, and they also hid behind patches of bushy
jungle in the tall grass. The intense heat caused the troopers to show
signs of exhaustion. The Spaniards began firing down upon the
American forces In heavy volume. The Mauser bullets drove in sheets
through the trees and tall jungle grass, making a peculiar whirring
sound. On explosion, the brass coats of the bullets were ripped off,
making a thin plate of hard metal with a jagged edge, which inflicted
a deadly wound. These bullets were shot from a 45-calibre rifle
carrying smokeless powder that was regularly used by Spanish forces.
Locations of the riflemen were very hard to pinpoint. The bulk of
Spanish fire was poorly aimed but they swept the whole field of
battle up to the very edge of the river. Many Rough Riders and
others were mowed down, even though the troopers were scattered
out and far apart. The most serious loss to Colonel Roosevelt's
regiment came when Captain "Bucky" O'Neill was shot through the
heart as he stood up to view the Spanish action. After a few hours of
delay, orders carne for the First Brigade "to move foward and support
the regulars in the assault on the hills in front." Colonel Roosevelt
mounted his horse and formed his men in a column of troops, with
each troop extended in open skirmishing order.
An unusual incident happened at this time as Roosevel t
was getting his men ready to move forward. W,hen he rode down ~he
line calling for the troopers to move out, he not1ced a trooper restIng
behind a small bush. Roosevelt told the man to rise and said, "Are
you afraid to stand up when I am on horseback?" The man rose from
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his prone position and imm ediate ly , fell forward on, his face, a bullet
after hitting him had gone through IS body lengthwise. Possibly that
bullet had been aimed at Colonel Roosevel t.
The First, Sixth and Te nt h Cavalry re~i ments ~f the
regu lar army together with Roosevelt's Rough Riders reglment,
began the ch~rge at a rapid gait up "Kettle Hill ." When Roose~elt
came to the head of hi s regiment, he saw that som~ of the , First
regiment men were lying down, and the officers were Just walkmg to
and fro . Roosevel could not locate the colonel in charge of those
men so he declared that he was the ranki ng officer and gave the
order to charae up the hill. He rode ahead of his Rough Riders
waving his hat °and urged all nearby regiments forward . , Caught in the
spiri t of Colone l Rooseve lt's enthusiasm and brave actlon, the troops
broke into a mass run up the hill. At the top of the hill many
Spaniards could be seen running fro m the several ranch buildings.
\-\any of t hem were shot down in their frantic flight to safer ground.
On top of tha hill was a huge iron kettle tha t had been used for sugar
refining. Map ma kers later na med it "Kettle" hill . Nearby a charge
against San Juan Hill and its blockhouse was in progress by other
regular Army troops.
The Rough R iders and members of the
regiments tha had storme d "Kettle" Hi ll then turned their attention
to volley firing at the San Juan blockhouse . Casualties among the
American forces were heavy when the Spaniards returned a massive
fire. The Te nth regiment alone lost eleven of t heir twenty-two
officers. Four Amer'can Ga ling machine guns were brought into
action against San uan Hill and the blockhouse. The machine guns
temporarily stopped f'ring, and the Rough Riders with many regular
Army men raced 0 he top of San uan Hill . When they reached the
enemy trenches, a gr' Iy s'gh came in 0 v'ew . The trenches were
filled wi th the dead
es of regular Spanish roops clothed in their
light blue and hi e
'fo -ns..
he mer'can forces then continued
in t he direc ion or San 'ago. The Spaniards had regrouped a nd mass
fired at the Arne 'can roops, but the Rough Riders and their
companions of the regular army drove the enemy through a line of
palm trees and over the crest of a cha'n of hill s. Upon reaching the
hill crests, Sanfago was plainly visible . As night came on and the
enemy firing died away , some of the Rough Riders went back to the
buildings in the rear and foraged through them. Those men had been
charging and fighting without food for fourteen hours. They came
across Spanish officers' food that was still cooking, and brought it
back to the front for all to share. There were three big iron pots, one
filled with beef stew, one with boiled rice and one with boiled peas.
There was also a big demijohn of rum.
A number of Spanish
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intrenching tools, picks and shovels were found and used for digging
trenches along the line of temporary encampment .
A t dawn the next morning the Spanish opened fire in
earnest. Heavy casualties were sustained by the American forces,
and among the heaviest were those of the Rough Riders. Eighty-nine
of those men were killed and wounded in this action. The trenches
had been dug in a rather slipshod manner, in part because of the work
being done in total darkness and also the Spaniards were firing with
smokeless powder and it was difficult to locate their positions.
Under the intense heat, and crowded in cramped positions in the
newly dug rank soil of the trenches, the men had to be relieved every
six hours or so. As they moved from the trenches, a terrific outburst
of fire carne f rom the Spanish lines. At this time, it was estimated
tha t there were about eleven thousand A merican troops in the
trenches and inside Santiago there were about thi rteen thousand
Spaniards. The dynamite gun was soon brought into action. It was
more effective than the regular artillery guns because it was fired
with smokeless powder, and since it was used like a mortar from
behind a hl1l, it did not betray its location. However, after every few
shots it was out of order, and Rough Rider machin ists would spend an
hour or more repairing the big gun. The shots made a terrific
explosion, but were not very accurate. One shot struck a section of a
Spanish trench and wrecked it. Another shot hit a large building from
which there swarmed both Spanish cavalry and infantry men. The
Colt automatic guns fired with very good results, during the short
time that elapsed before the enemy could find other cover. The
automatics were mounded on tripods and were too heavy for the men
to rnove any distance, particularly if mules were not available. They
would have been much more effective if they had been mounted on
wheels as were the Gatling guns.
Spanish sharp shooters crept up before dawn and either
lay in the thick jungle or climbed trees with dense foliage. They
caused a great deal of annoyance but did not kiU or wound many
Americans. Spanish guerillas from the tree tops harassed unarmed
Army personnel in the role of doctors, chaplains and hospital
stewards who were carrying wounded men in litters. A conspicuous
Red Cross cloth marker worn on the sleeve of these noncombatants
was a target for the guerillas. Colonel Roosevelt became angered by
this cowardly action and sent out a picked group of sharp shooters
chosen from first-class woodsmen and mountain men to hunt down
and kill these lowly individuals. In one afternoon, the sharp shooters
killed eleven guerillas and not one Rough Rider was injured.
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A week of nonfighting now occurred. The troopers. were
instructed to dig long and zigzag trenches in advance of the llne of
the American positions. The SP.anish tre~ches and block~ouses placed
to defend Santiago were now 10 full View. The Gatling guns and
automatic Colts were brought up and mounted in the forward
trenches so that when the fighting resumed much damage to the
enemy could be done. American newspaper men visited the officers
and men in the trenches during the lull in the fighting. British,
German, Russian and Norwegian representatives also were present to
view the progress of the war.
Firing began again by the Spaniards, but it was obvious
that their hearts were not in the fighting. An American mortar
battery was strategically placed, but, due to a shortgage of
ammunition, it was useless. The Colt automatic machine guns were
placed in the newly dug little fort out at the extreme front trench,
and special sharp shooters were put in charge of them. Those guns
completely silenced the Spanish battery nearby. That battery had
caused the American forces a good deal of trouble in the earlier days
of the fighting because it could not be located. Now it was clearly
visible, immediately in front of the hospital from which many Red
Cross flags were flying, and one flag was spotted just above the
Spanish batteries. Due to the fact that these batteries were using
smokeless powder, it was only by the use of powerful field glasses
that they were located. The Gatlings and Colts then put the battery
in f:ont of the hospital out of action . The dynamite guns began
lobbing shells, and when they landed near the hospital, the shock was
so great that many Spaniards fled into nearby open fields. The
American guns mowed them down in large numbers.
On July 17, 1898, the city of Santiago formally
surrendered. The Spaniards had forced thousands of Cuban women
and children and other noncombatants to leave Santiago before it was
under siege. Most of them were very poor, but a few of the best
families were included in the exodus.
When the surrender was
assured, many of those people came streaming back in an almost
endless squalid procession to Santiago. The American troops shared
their food with the noncombatants and even carried both bundles of
clothing and small children into the city. The American doctors with
the troops warned all American personnel not to touch the refugees
bundles because of possible infection. Malarial fever caused many of
the Rough Riders and other troopers to be temporarily unfit fo~ their
routine duties. Colonel Roosevelt's orderly was struck down With the
fever and lost over eighty pounds during his illness.
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Colonel Wood became the mili tary Governor-General of
the Santiago area and crea ted his staff from Rough Riders who cou ld
speak SpanIsh. His headquarters were in a low, rambling building
called "The Governors Palace." Co lonel Roosevelt and other officers
sent a cable to the Secretary of War asking him to authorize the
pulling out of most American troops. This request was made because
at least one half of the American forces had been infected with
malaria and were incapable of carrying out their duties. The other
reason for departing to healthier areas was for the men to prepare
for action in the Porto Rico campaign and an assault against Havana.
American newspapers reported the requests for leaving Santiago and
within three days orders came from WaS hington to immediately
prepare for boarding the troop ships and return to the United States.
Recurrent and persistent malar ial fever, together with
poorly attended wounds from the battles in Cuba, were responsible
for the deaths of some of the Rough Riders after coming ashore at
Montauk, Long Island. Most of the men lived well on Long Island
during the month after their arrival. The New York hospitals and the
Red Cross helped in their return to a normal existence and many of
the wealthy families opened their homes to the troopers. One
incident occurred during the recuperation time that saddened all of
those present.
General Joseph Wheeler of Confederate Cavalry
fame, who had bravely led his men throughout the Cuban campaign,
was informed that his trooper son had drowned while swimming in
Long Island Sound.
A letter dated May 5, 1899, from Colonel A. L. Mills,
Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy , West Point, New York,
to Lt. Colonel W. H. Carter, Assistant Adjutant-General U.S. Army
sta ted in part:
My duties on July 1, 1898, brought me in
constant contact with Colonel Roosevelt from
early morning until shortly before the climax
of the assaults of the Cavalry Division on San
Juan Hill and the so called "Kettle" Hill.
During this time, while under the enemy's
artlliery fire at EI Poso, and while on the
march from EI Poso by the San Juan ford to
the point from which his regiment moved to
the assault which was about two miles, the
greater part under fire, Colonel Roosevelt was
conspicuous above any others I observed in his
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regimen t in the zealous performance of dut~,
in total disregard of his personal danger and m
his eage rness to meet the enemy. At El Poso,
when the enemy opened on that pla ce with
artillery f ire, a shrapnel bullet grazed one of
Colonel Roosevelt's wrists. The incident did
not Lessen hi s hazardous exposure, but he
continued so exposed until he had placed his
command under cover.
In moving to the
assault of San Juan Hill, Colonel Roosevelt
was most conspicuously brave, gallant and
indifferent to his own safety. He, in the open,
led his re giment; no officer could have set a
more striking example to his men or displayed
greater intrepidity.
Few men have or will experience in their lifetirnes the
wide range of activi ties that were included in the short life of
T heodore Roosevelt, who died at the age of sixty.

