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MAD ANTHONY DID IT
April 7. 1997

Richard S. Tuttle

In the years following the American Revolution
many new citizens looked eagerly at the west, the
little explored region beyond the Allegheny and
Appalachian Mountains.
In the 1780s they poured into
Kentucky, some following the Wilderness Road from
Western Virginia and others traveling down the Ohio
River. The land north of the Ohio River was the domain
of the Indians and remained largely unsettled. The new
Federal Congress, however, recognized that settlers
would soon be pushing north across the Ohio and that
the Federal government needed to maintain civil
authority over the area. The sprawling Northwest
Territory was their solution; its success was enforced
by the military at Ft. Washington and the erratic,
brilliant General Mad Anthony Wayne.
The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 established a
system of government for the territory and a three
stage plan for the eventual creation of states. The
Ordinance forbade slavery and put the new territory,
and its subsequent divisions, on an equal part with the
old eastern seaboard states.
The generosity of the governmental system and the
extraordinary natural wealth and beauty of the land
made the Northwest Territory a very desirable place to
settle. Major Benjamin Stites was an early and
enthusiastic booster of the part of the Northwest
Territory, in which we live.
In the summer of 1786,
stites, a frontier trader from New Jersey, led a group
of Kentuckians in pursuit of Indians who had stolen
several horses from a settlement near Maysville. The
natives led the group along the Ohio River and then up
the lush and verdant Little Miami River Valley to its
headwaters. stites later told fellow New Jerseyman
Judge John Cleves Symmes, that he had found paradise.
At stites' instigation Symmes and a group of investors
arranged to purchase the land between the Great and
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Little Miami Rivers. This land was known as the Miami
Purchase or Symmes Purchase. Judge Symmes originally
negotiated a purchase of nearly 1,000,000 acres but his
failure to make required tax payments, coupled with
sloppy surveying and record keeping, drastically
reduced the amount of land that he had to sell.
Southwestern Ohio's first three permanent
settlements-Columbia (near the mount of the Little
Miami), Losantiville (opposite the mouth of the Licking
River), and North Bend (at the western edge of the
symmes Purchase)-were founded in late 1788 and early
1789. The establishment of permanent Anglo-American
enclaves in the Ohio valley created a bitter taste for
vengeance and mutual retribution by both Indians and
whites. Settlers at North Bend and Columbia began
cheating the Indians of their pelts and selling them
bad whiskey. The Indians, in turn, began attacking
white settlements up the Great and Little Miami Rivers,
and the Mill Creek.
The frontier war that raged into the Indian lands,
north of the Ohio River was caused by broken treaties,
broken truces, torture, scalping and mutilation. The
federal government, quick to sense a threat to the
valuable frontier, began to consider establishing a
permanent garrison within the Symmes Purchase.
Prior to 1789, a location for Fort Washington was
not determined, although areas in North Bend and
Losantiville were under consideration. Judge Symmes
had repeatedly urged Officers of the Garrison at
Louisville, Kentucky to build a permanent fortress for
the protection of Ohio country settlers, but he had no
definite instructions as to the spot that should be
fortified.

An interesting aside having to do with the
location of Ft. Washington follows. When the officer
in charge was looking for a proper location for the
fort, he formed an acquaintance with a beautiful blackeyed female, who called forth his most assiduous and
tender intentions. However, she was the wife of one of
the settlers at North Bend. Her husband saw the danger
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to which he would be exposed if he remained where he
was. The husband resolved at once to remove to
Losantiville. As soon as the gallant commandant
discovered that the object of his admirat i on had
changed her residence, he began to think that North
Bend was not an advantageous situation for military
work. Although Judge Symmes objected strenuously to a
move from North Bend, his reasoning was not as
persuasive as the sparkling eyes of the fa i r Dulcinea,
now in Losantiville. The result was a determination to
visit that place and examine its advantages for a
military post; which he communicated to the Judge, with
an assurance that if, on examination, it d i d not prove
to be the most eligible, he would return and erect the
fort ' at North Bend. The visit was quickly made, and
resulted in a conviction that North Bend could" not be
compared with Losantiville as a military position. The
milita~y.reason for th7 location of Ft. Washington at
Losant1v1lle, was to w1thstand large Indian attacks
nearer that part of Indian country likely to cause the
settlers fear and annoyance.
The site selected was a little east of Broadway
and the present Ludlow street, not far from where we
now sit. The troops were accordingly removed to that
place, and the building of a block house commenced. A
Major Doughty, by orders from General Josiah Harmar '
was appoInted to be In charge of the more e l aborate
works added to the block house, that was afterwards
named Ft. Washington. Construction commenced on
September 20th, 1789: General Harmar took command in

..

December~

Josiah Harmar was a native of Philadelphia and a
well respected veteran of the Revolutionary War.
He
h ad been involved since the end of the Revolution with
the Indian wars. His importance to the frontier
c ampaigns was reflected in the naming of Ft. Harmar, on
the Muskingum across from Marietta, in 1 7 85.
The main structure of Fort Washington was square
in shape, a simple fortification of hewed and squared
timber s about one hundred and eighty feet long on each
side , wi th the barracks two stories high, c o nnected at
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the corners by means of high and strong pointed stakes ,
or more proper ~ y ca~~ed b~ock houses. Hewed timbers
projected about ten feet in front and on the sides of
the Fort, so as to command the area around the fort
completely by direct and raking fire of cannon and
musketry, from within every wall.
In the center of the
river side, upon the main facade of the Fort, was the
principal gateway, about twelve feet wide and ten feet
high, secured by heavy wooden doors of corresponding
dimensions. The exterior of the stockade was
whitewashed, and presented from a distance an imposing
and really beautiful appearance. The officers of the
Garrison had their dwellings east of the enclosure,
properly placed with small summer houses and finely
cultivated gardens yielding, in season, an abundance o f
vegetables.
However, a large number of original settlers who
came to the Miami Purchase had exhausted their means b y
paying for their land and removing their families to
the frontier.
others were wholly destitute of
property, and came out as volunteers under the hope of
obtaining for free, small tracts of land as might be
forfeited by the original purchasers, who could not
continue their land purchases. Their situation
therefore, was distressing; to go out into the
wilderness, and to till the soil appeared to be certain
death, but to remain in the three major settlements
threatened them with starvation. They depended on
game, fish and products of the earth as could be raised
on small patches of ground in the immediate vicinity o f
the settlements. Having endured these privations as
long as they possibly COUld, the bravest of them
determined the i r chances of moving to new lands beyond
the protection of federal troops.
~o ~ccomplish these movements, a number of
about one dozen or
groups of brave individuals moved out to thes:o~:w
Iha~dhs'thE~Ch pa:ty erected a strong block house near
w ~c
e~r cab~ns were b 'lt
'
enclosed by strong log pi~~et~.an: ~~~t:~~~~a~~oup was
commen~ed that if the Indians had prevented the
establ~shment of these outpost fortifications, known as
assoc~at~ons were formed,
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stations, the ultimate victory of whiteIS ~aYdha~~ebeen
d
t least much harder won.
ns ea ,
~~!~~~s ~~l~ belatedly focused their attent~on on the
stations after they were completed, neglect~ng ~o
comprehend that their territory was being occup~ed by
an ever increasing flood of settlers.
After the stations were fully fortified the .
inhabitants began clearing their lands and prepar1ng
for planting their crops. During the day, while they
were at work, one person stood as a sentinel to warn of
approaching danger .. At s~nset, t~ey returne~ to the
biock house and the~r cab~ns, tak~ng everyth1ng of
vaiue within their pickets. In this manner they
proceeded from day to day, week to week, until their
improvements were sufficiently extensive to support
their families.
During this time, they depended for
SUbsistence on wild game, obtained at some hazard, more
than the scanty supplies they were able to procure from
North Bend, Losantiville or Columbia.
One of Columbia's early pioneers remarked in his
later years, "We were harassed and pent up by the
Indians, that we could take no wild meat, and our corn
so frosted that it could not sprout, nor would a hungry
horse eat it ••. but was still worse there was not enough
of it for everyone to have a little food, perhaps in
Columbia there were about 200 persons, of all sexes and
ages, and I bel~eve not one pound of pork; or any other
kind of salted meat; and but little milk or flour.
In
fact, our SUbsistence was an insufficiency of such
corn, ground by hand, or boiled whole; and the roots of
bargrass, which was found on the rich bottoms, boiled,
mashed up and baked, sometimes without a mixture of our
hand mill meal, but then it was good, I don't know how
it would eat now."
General Harmar and his troops moved north from Ft.
Washington against the Indians in late 1790 and
suffered a humiliating defeat. The Miami Indians had a
devastatingly effective war chieftain in Little Turtle.
Standing six feet tall, dignified in manner, he had a '
stern expression that was seemingly etched permanent1y
on h~~ face.
Litt~e Turt1e and his Warriors ambushed
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General Harmar and his men at a ford on the Maumee
River and Harmar's bedraggled column was forced to limp
back to Fort Washington. Military leaders talked
disparagingly of Harmar's lack of courage and
effectiveness and many reported that he was drunk most
of the time.
Word of widespread Indian raids flowed out of the
west. Emboldened by their victory, and sensing that
the moment to roll back the tide of white migration was
at hand, the tribes had decided to carry the War to the
entire Ohio valley. On sunday, January 2, 1791, a war
party of thirty Delaware and Wyandots attacked the
settlers at Big Bottom, up the Ohio River near
Marietta. Thirteen people, including a woman and two
children, were gathered in a two story block house of
beech logs. Four men were eating supper in a cabin a
hundred yards away, two other men were preparing their
meal in another nearby cabin. A light snow covered the
ground, and the ice on the Muskingum River was strong
enough to hold the Indians, who crossed from a trail on
the opposite side. While a few of their number tied up
the four dining men, the main body of Indians
surrounded the block house. One of them pushed open
the door, and his companions fired at the men around
the fireplace. Then the Indians rushed in and
massacred the settlers before they could reach their
weapons. Twelve people were killed, five were made
captives. The two men in the midst of supper
preparation escaped to carry the news downriver to
nearby settlements.
Early in 1791, a band of about two hundred
warriors led by Blue Jacket, a Shawnee chieftain from
t~e ~aume7 region, rava~ed the area surrounding
C~nc~nnat~.
These warr~ors had played a role in
fending. off Ha~ar's soldiers. On January 10th, 1791
the Ind~ans enc~rcled a stockaded strong point known as
Dunl~p's Station, fourteen miles north of Ft.
Wash~ngton on the Great Miami River.
The occupants-35
men, women and children, decided not to trust
themselves to the dubious mercies of the marauders
When the garrison would not accept a summons to
.
surrender, the warriors, having captured a surveyor
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.
d eagled in sight of
named Abner Hunt~ stake~ h~m ~~r~~dians in~erted
the fort. Kin~l~ng.a ~~~~~stmade in the prisoner's arm
glowing coals ~nto ~nc~~~ortunate surveyor screamed in
and leg muscles. T e,
would still not surrender,
agony. ~en ~h~lfa~r~~~~ on Hunt's abdomen and let it
the warr10rs, u~
.
his entrails. Dawn came, the
slowly bu:n ~ts wa y ~ntdo and the raiders disappeared
screams f~nally s t oppe ,
into the forest.
When President Washington heard of th~ Indian's
activity he called General Arthur st. Cla~r, the
Governor'of the Northwest Territory and ~he new
commander of the armed forces, to the Wh~te House. st.
c1air had served in the British Army dur~ng the French
and Indian War, settled in Pennsylvania c;nd later
achieved the rank of colonel in the Amer1can Army
during the Revolution. Washington warned him:
"Trust
not the Indians; leave not your arms for the moment;
when you halt for the night be sure to fortify your
.
'
"
camp-again and aga1n
General, beware 0 f
surpr~se.

General Arthur st. Clair, left Philadelphia on
March 23, 1791, to return to his headquarters in the
west. He renamed Losantiville for the Revolutionary
officers organization, the Society of the Cincinnati,
of which he was a member. His troubles began almost at
once. He was stricken en route by a severe case of
gout. He did not reach Ft. Washington until mid-May,
when he found his regular regiment in disarray. The
major problem at the Fort was the dissolute life of the
SOldiers, who went on frolics through the town, leaving
great damage in their wake. William Henry Harrison,
who came to Ft. Washington in 1791 as an ensign, was
shocked at the behavior of the troops.
"I saw more
drunken men in 48 hours, succeeding my arrival at
Cincinnati than I had in all of my previous life."
Another visitor wrote "It is the most debauched place
that I ever saw."
st. Clair was furious over the dismal performance
Inadequate
s upplies coupled with the shortage of soldiers forced
him to postpone the start of his campaign against the

of the contractor and quartermaster.
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Indians from summer to fall. President washington
returned to his office in late July and was astounded
to find that st. Clair had not yet started his campaign
to lead his troops north on the same ill-fated course
as General Harmer. The word from President Washington
was .clear-the campaign must be started before the end
of 1791.
There was an unreadiness in planning for war, the
President, the War Department and the Commanders in the
field, all shared the blame. The army numbered about
twenty-three hundred fighting men as well as a large
number of women and children, the unfortunate flotsam
of war who had no place to go once their man had left.
st. Clair's campaign began in the early fall, traveling
at an excruciatingly slow pace. Five days after they
had left Fort Washington, the army had crawled only
twenty miles. The weather turned rotten, snow flurries
struck. The army went on short rations since resupply
convoys arrived late, if at all. Heavy losses of pack
horses by Indian thieves added to their problems.
Morale hit rock bottom and st. Clair's health suffered
with a periodic return, of gout.
st. Clair's army moved north, building Fort
Hamilton and Fort Jefferson, reaching the east fork of
the Wabash River on November 3rd. About two or three
miles away, in the woods, past the Wabash River, waited
more than one thousand warriors. Shawnees and Miamis
were there, and the Indians were spoiling for a fight.
Their leaders, Little Turtle, seconded by Blue Jacketwere ready to oblige them. u.s. Troops made camp on
the banks of the Wabash River, apparently unaware of
the presence of the Indian army. Little Turtle decided
to assail them where they had stopped; his plan was
encirclement and aijnihilation. Driving straight into
the outposted Kentucky soldiers, came the attack of
Miamis, Shawnees and Delawares. With the first war
whoops and the crash of musketry, the startled
milit~amen fled pell-mell from the scene.
Many never
made 1t as tomahawks and scalping knives accounted for
the wounded and slow of f oot. .
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Women and children clustered in the center in a
frightened mass. st. Clair hobbled half-dressed, ~rom
his tent, striving to make some sense out of the w1~d
scene. sniping from behind trees and logs, the Ind~ans
poured a heavy volume of fire into the densely packed
defenders. Surrounded by what he supposed was a
superior force of Indians, having no breastworks or
other defenses, General st. Clair had lost the
.
initiative entirely to Little Turtle. Dead or dy~ng
lay in great profusion, all scalped. Nor had the women
received any mercy, all were butchered. Although outnumbered and out-gunned, the Indians had an edge in
training, discipline, morale, teamwork, and above all
else-in leadership. What had happened was no longer a
battle, it was a massacre. Major Richard Butler,
General st. Clair's second in command, badly wounded,
died at the battle site, sharing that fate with some
eight hundred others. Those children not killed, were
taken into captivity. The battle lasted three hours.
When President Washington received the news of the
failure of General st. Clair's troops in fighting the
Indians, he exploded in anger.
Pacing back and forth,
his voice drawn tight, he recounted his repeated
instructions to st. Clair to beware of surprise,
recalling even the very words he had used. Two thirds
of the army were dead or wounded.
It was simply
unthinkable that st. Clair could have blundered into so
terrible a loss.
The President knew that a new military force had
to be carefully recruited, fully equipped and
painstakingly trained before being sent into battle
against the likes of Little Turtle.
"We are involved
in an actual war" thundered Washington. Congress was
balky, and not just because of the public furor.
The
annual price tag, for the proposed five-thousand man
a~r would be a three-fold i~crease over the existing
m1l1tary budget. When the b1ll addressing the size and
composition of the army came to a vote in early
February, 1792, it passed easily in the House, but
failed by one vote in the Senate. After learning that
the President intended to replace St. Clair, the Senate
reconsidered, passing the measu~e by three votes. A
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number of military generals were considered to head the
new army; General Anthony Wayne was chosen.
General Wayne had more experience in command, was
more intelligent, and was better educated than his
predecessor. He was well trusted by those who had
served under him. Mad Anthony proved to be a brilliant
choice, the man for his moment. Wayne was one of the
most respected generals of the Revolutionary War, but
he was also known as a volatile and arrogant hothead
who swore compulsively and enjoyed dressing lavishly.
George Washington acknowledged that Wayne "could
fight as well as brag" and further described him as
"more active and enterprising than judicious and
cautious." During the Revolution, Wayne acquire the
name "Mad Anthony" for a particularly daring and brash
military move. He was an early proponent of a quick
and concentrated force. He was an extremely vigilant
commander: no details escaped his scrutiny.
Wayne, whom contemporaries described as having "a
constitutional attachment to the sword," reveled in his
new role as the first commander of a professional
American army. In the fall of 1792, Wayne brought his
newly recruited troops to Cincinnati to train. They
did not camp at Fort Washington but on the other side
of town in the lowlands west of what is now Central
Avenue. Wayne called his soggy encampment "Hobson's
Choice," in a sly reference to an eighteenth century
expression for having no choice at all. The spot was
the only suitable place for his troops in the small
frontier settlement.
General Wayne trained his forces well. He
believed that his new American troops should look and
act like soldiers: he wrote, "I have an inseparable
bias of an elegant uniform and soldierly appearance."
By spring of 1793 Wayne's troops were restless
suffering through a cold and wet Cincinnati wi~ter, in
very unsatisfactory conditions. The final straw for
many soldiers came when a yellow fever epidemic in
Washington put a stop to their pay and some deserted.
The increasing number of desertions enraged wayne and
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he had his blacksmith make a brand reading "Deserter"
to mark all those caught. The Secretary of War heard
of Wayne's device and forbade him from using it,
knowing that it would fuel the sentiment against
Wayne's command. The threat itself was sufficient,
considerably slowing the rate of desertion.
Wayne and his troops marched north from Cincinnati
in the fall of 1793. They built a series of forts
between the Ohio and Maumee Rivers , including Fort
Defiance, Fort Greenville, Fort Jefferson and Fort
Recovery on the site of st. Clair's dreadful defeat.
Little Turtle watched this progress with dread, knowing
that the Indians' success against the whites could not
continue. He told his warriors "We cannot expect the
same good fortune to always follow us. The Americans
are now led by a chief who never s l eeps. The nights
and days are alike to him, and during all the time he
has been marching on our villages .•. we have never been
able to surprise him. It would be prudent to listen if
he offers us peace."
The Indians and even Wayne's own troops expected
him to follow the same route that Harmar and st. Clair
had used, but Wayne circulated rumors that he would
atta~k Indian villages on both his right and left.
worr~~d Indians rushed to protect their homes and Wayne
anf ~1S a~y marched straight up the center of Western
Oh 0 s Ind1an Country, without incident.
On the morning of August 2
t
0, 1794, General Wayne's
Army finally crushed th
Indian hostility at the s rength and the spirit of
"
.
th e south sl.de
of the H e Battle. of Fall en Tl.mbers
on
The fiercest fightin l:~mee Rl.ver, near Lake Erie.
wayne leading hl.'s t g
~ed less than an hour with
f
roops l.nto th t 11
,.
elled by a recent tornad
e a , grass and trees
by the brevity and importo. The Ind~ans were stunned'
to the British held Fort :~ce . of thel.r loss. They fled
to let them in. Wa ne'
l.aml., but the British refused
daring them to fighf w~n t~rn, taunted the British,
Wayne ordered his me~ toe~eth~¥ refused to be engaged,
and prairies surrounding the Bl.:te.to the corn fields
r1 l.sh fort.
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General Wayne negotiated a peace settlement the
following year, in August, 1795 with the Treaty of
Greenville. What Wayne and the Greenville Treaty
accomplished was to convince the Indians and their
British backers that America meant to hold onto the
Northwest. This issue was reasserted and concluded
with the War of 1812.
with the advent of peace, the settlement of Ohio
and ' other Northwest territories proceeded rapidly.
Virginians swarmed into the Military Tract [between the
Scioto and the Little Miami Rivers], reserved by her
deed of cessation for bounty lands. General Nathaniel
Massie settled Manchester in 1791, in the middle of
Virginia Military land, on the Ohio River. Five years
later in 1796, Massie platted Chillicothe, on the banks
of the Scioto River; soon Chillicothe became the
territorial capitol and in 1803 the first state capitol
of Ohio.
When Connecticut ceded her claims to Northwest
Territory lands to the federal government in 1786, she
reserved land in the northeast corner of the present
state of Ohio, called the "Western Reserve." In 1795
Connecticut sold a portion of her reserved land east of
the Cuyahoga River to a land company: the following
year Moses Cleveland established the city which bears
his name.
In the central part of the state of Ohio, Columbus
was laid out in August, 1797. By 1800, the towns of
Marietta, Cincinnati, North Bend, Gallipolis,
Manchester, Hamilton, Dayton, Franklin, Chillicothe,
Cleveland, Steubenville, Williamsburg and Zanesville
were in existence and thriving. The Northwest, as an
integral part of the united States, was definitely
established.
General Mad Anthony Wayne did not live to see the
full effect ·of his military victory at Fallen Timbers
and his remarkable Treaty of Greenville. He died the
following year, in 1796, at the age of only 51.

